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“Class, this is John Evans, ” Mrs. Parmele introduced him to us, trying to give him
a warm welcome. We saw a boy in old clothes. John looked around and smiled, hoping
somebody would smile back. Nobody did. He kept on smiling anyway.

I held my breath, hoping Mrs. Parmele wouldn’ t notice the empty desk next to mine.
She did, and pointed him in that direction. He looked over at me as he sat down, but

I looked away.

By the end of his first week, John was at the bottom of our class’ s stair. I told

my mother one evening at dinner. “He hardly even knows how to count.”
As T ate lunch with him the next day and listened to him, however, I realized that
it is pleasant to be with him. After lunch, I decided that I would be John’ s friend.
One night, as Mother came into my bedroom, I said, “Mom, tomorrow is John’ s birthday,
and he’ s not going to get anything. Nobody even cares.”
“Don’ t worry,” Mom said as she kissed me goodnight. “I’ m sure everything will
be fine.”

I wished John a happy birthday in the morning, and his smile showed me that he
was glad I had remembered.
By mid-afternoon I had almost decided that birthdays weren’ t that important. Then,
as Mrs. Parmele was writing on the blackboard, I heard a familiar (3%7&[)) voice singing
the birthday song
Moments later, Mother came through the door with a tray (JE#%) of cakes. She was also
taking a present in her hand.
Mrs. Parmele joined in. Mother found John looking like a rabbit in car headlights.
She put the cakes and the gift on his desk and said, “Happy birthday, John.”
John kindly shared his cakes with the class, taking the tray from desk to desk.
John Evans moved away soon, and I never heard from him again. But I always remember
the happiness in a boy’ s eyes, and the taste of the sweetest cake
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1. Why did the writer hold his breath when Mrs Parmele introduced John?
A. He wanted to meet his new classmate.

B. He didn’ t want John to sit next to him.

C. He was curious about why John kept on smiling.

D. He hoped Mrs Parmele would notice the empty desk next to him.

2. Why did the writer decide to become John’ s friend?

A. He liked spending time with John.

B. His teacher asked him to be nice to John.

C. He found that he could learn a lot from John.

D. His mother would buy a birthday cake for John.

3. What does the sentence “John was at the bottom of our class’ s stair .” mean?

A. He liked climbing the stairs.
B. He was popular in his class.
C. He sat at the back of the class
D. He fell behind other students
4. When John was “like a rabbit in car headlights” , he probably felt
A. sad and hurt B. worried and scared.
C. proud but unhappy D. surprised but happy
5. What is the passage mainly about?
A. The great love of a mother.
B. A special day for a special friend.
C. How two friends both helped each other.
D. How a good teacher influenced her students.
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1. (5%%5: 22604016)You will never achieve success D you devote yourself to
your work. (2017, ZrJH)
A. after B. if C. because D. unless

2. —It rained D and lasted for a long time yesterday.
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—Too bad! Even some streets were full of water. (2017, &%)

A. hardly B. strongly C. terrible D. heavily

3. —Sorry, I’ve forgotten your name. Can you A me?

—0I'm Daniel. (2017, Z5M0)

A. remind B. receive C. respect D. remember

4. T will face the difficulties bravely in the future C difficult they are.
(2017, BRI L)

A. whatever B. wherever

C. however D. whoever

5. To C people means to make them pleased by giving them what they want. (2017,
DB

A. worry B. accept C. satisfy D. respect

6. You have to set out now _A vyou can catch the early bus.

A. so that B. as soon as C. because of D. if not

7. 1 B a bath when the door bell rang.

A. am taking B. was taking

C. took D. have taken

8. —Do you like reading books?

—Yes. Books can B me to the ocean of knowledge.

A. carry B. lead C. make D. cause

9. —Can you give this book to Mr. Wang?

—He’ s not in at the moment. But I’ 1l give it to him as soon as he C back.

A. come B. came C. comes D. will come

10. He is so good at playing chess that he B other players and the
match at last.

A. beat; beat B. beat; won

C. won; beat D. won; won
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An old carpenter (KIE) was ready to retire. His boss was _1  to see the good worker
go. He asked the carpenter _2 he could build just one more house. The carpenter said
yves, _3  his mind was not on his work any more

He used poor materials and worked on the house _4 . When the carpenter finished his
work, the boss_ 5 the front—door key to him, “This is your house,” he said, "A 6
for you.”

What a surprise! What a _7 ! If he had known he was building his _ 8  house, he would
have done it differently. Now he had to live in the house he had poorly built.

9 it is with us. Sometimes we build our _10 carelessly. At important points we do
not try our best. Then with a shame we look at the situation we have 11 . We find
that we are now living in the house we have poorly built. But we don’t have a _ 12
to make it all over again.

Think of _ 13 as the carpenter. Think about your life. Build it _14 . It is the
only life you will ever build because life is a do—it-yourself project.

Your life today is the 15  of your attitudes and choices you made in the past. Your

life tomorrow will be that of your attitudes and choices you make today.

1. A. glad B. nervous C. ready D. sorry

2. A if B. when C. how D. why

3. A. and B. but C. or D. so

4. A. carefully B. completely C. carelessly D. successfully
5. A. handed B. left C. sold D. threw
6. A. gift B. promise C. choice D. question

7. A. task B. wisdom C. shame D. stress

8. A. real B. expensive C. old D. own

9. A. Neither B. So C. Nor D. As

10. A. studies B. lives C. jobs D. feelings

11. A. created B. changed C. discussed D. affected

12. A. plan B. chance C. method D. pleasure

13. A. himself B. herself C. myself D. yourself
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14. A. wisely B. peacefully C. rapidly D. widely
15. A. talent B. wealth C. result D. difference
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We are all busy talking about and use the Internet which set up many years ago.
At first , the internet was only used by the government ,but in the early 1970s’
universities, hospitals and banks were allowed to use it as well as . However, computers
were still expensive and the Internet was difficult to use it .Thirty years later,
computers become cheaper and easier. Today it is easy to get on line and it is told
that millions people use the Internet every day. Send e-mail is more and more popular

between students. It has become one of the most important parts of people’ s life
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On a cold morning, while I was

buying some food for my breakfast, I saw a girl buying some bread and milk in fr

ont of me. When she was going to leave, she found a beggar under the tree, who lo

oked cold and hungry. Without thinking twice she went over to the beggar and gave

the food to him. The beggar was so thankful to the girl and kept saying

“thank you”. The girl said nothing and went away with a smile. I was deeply move

d by that. I thought it was the warmest thing on that cold morning.
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