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Stone is all around us. Stone is usually very hard, but it can also be soft. Stones have many
uses.

In some countries, artists carve(Jiff %) beautiful things out of soft stones, because they can be
shaped easily. In ancient times, people carved__ 1 persons or animals out of soft stones, which
could be carried along with. While in some European countries, statues are carved__ 2 hard
stones and they do not change easily. In summer, the hot sun__ 3 on these statues and in
winter the snow falls on them, but they still remain beautiful.

Stone is strong and long-lasting. So it is good enough for buildings. A house built of stone
does not catch fire as easily as___ 4 _made of wood. Some stones are coloured, so they make the
buildings look wonderful. People can also get a fire with stones. Besides, some kinds of stones can
beusedto___ 5 jewellery. We’ve found stones are really amazing.

( ) 1. A.young B.old C.small D.big

( ) 2. A.into B.of C.for D.from
( ) 3. A.shines B.drops C.puts D.fits

( ) 4. A.this B.none C.one D.it

( ) 5. A.find B.sell C.buy D.make
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Once there was a rich man who never gave anything to others. Nobody liked him. One day he
said to them, “I know you don’t like me. I will give everything I have to you when I die. Then
everyone will be happy.”

But nobody believed him. The rich man couldn’t.__ 1 why they did so. One day he went
for a walk by the lake. Under a tree he heard a pigandacow__ 2 .

The pig said, “After I die I3 people with pork, ham, etc. I give three or four things to
them. But you give only one thing—__ 4 . Why do people like you and not me?”’

The cow said, “I give them milk while 'm___ 5 .They see that I am generous with What I
have.But you don’t give them anything before you die. You give them ham, pork and so on only
after you’re dead. People don’t believe in the future; they believe in the present. If you give while
you are living, people will like you. It is quite simple.”

From then on, the rich man did all his best to help the poor.

( ) 1.A.ask B.remember C.discover D.understand
( ) 2.A fighting B.shouting C.talking D.joking

( ) 3.A.feed B.provide C.bring D.help

( ) 4.A.milk B.ham C.pork D.beef

( ) 5.A.happy B.afraid C.alive D.lonely
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