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Dear Peter,

Thank you for your congratulations on my admission to high school. Learning that
you are curious about my brand new life, I am writing to share what attracts me most
with you.

To my amazement. not only do we have a robot club where I can cooperate with
other students to design our own robots, but also the friendliness and patience of the
teachers are beyond my expectation. Besides, I find it inspiring to communicate with
my classmates because they are such ambitious teenagers with rich knowledge of the
world and positive attitude towards the future.

With so wonderful a learning environment, I have every confidence that I will
develop both mentally and academically.

BN EREE (25

I stayed in the streets for about half an hour until my parents arrived. Nothing could
ever describe my excitement when [ found them alive. The world was still shaking but
we ran across the fallen trees towards each other without any hesitation. The moment
my parents hugged me tightly in their arms, tears of joy ran down our cheeks like
rivers that wouldn’t stop flowing. With dad leading the way through the ruins, the fear
[ had before was disappearing. Finding a corner to stay, we held our hands and waited
until the earthquake passed.

After the earthquake, I had a heart-to-heart talk with my parents. It was the first
time in years that we truly had listened to each other with patience. Not only did they
hear my stresses and anxieties as a teenager but also I got their pressures and
responsibilities as adults. Honestly speaking, the earthquake has changed my values
of life. Roads could be rebuilt, houses repaired and trees planted. However, lost
family members would never return. Seeing so many loving families torn apart, I
found myself extremely lucky to have my family survive. It was only after this
terrible disaster that I realized nothing mattered more than the safety and happiness of
my family.
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(Text 1)

W: I really want to go to the beach this weekend. The weatherman said it’s going to be warm.

M: Good. I hope it doesn’t cool off. You know that the weather in California is really changeable.
One minute it’s hot, and then the next minute it’s cold.

(Text 2)

M: Do you have an order number there, Mrs. Garcia?

W: Yes. It’s TP12FS.

M: One moment, please. Ah, yes. | see the problem. TPI12FS is the correct number for the purple
teapot. The yellow one you wanted is TP12SF.

(Text 3)

W: So, Martin, what have you been up to? Anything new?

M: Well, these days I am writing a book about Cuba. [t is interesting but I’'m so busy that | don’t
have time to do anything else.

(Text 4)

W: I was so lucky to get a ticket to the concert last night. It was great fun. I went with my father.

M: What did you do after the concert?

W: I went straight home because I had to finish my homework. OK, Tim. I have to go. See you in
class tomorrow.

M: Bye. Anyway, I have to go home and finish my homework.

(Text 5)

M: Look, that’s me when I was eight or nine in the photo, holding a model train engine.

W: Was it part of that train set you’ve still got in your room?

M: Yeah, my father and I built all that together. We used to spend hours playing with it.

(Text 6)

W: Hey, Brad. You didn’t take the envelope that was on the kitchen table, did you?

M: No, why? Do you want to send a letter?

W: Well, actually my new PIN number was in that envelope.

M: You're kidding me, are you?

W: No, I'm not. | left it here this morning,

M: Go and ask Jill. Maybe she’s seen it.

(Text 7)

M: Hello, Sarah. Good to see you again. Welcome to the company.

W: Thank you. I know you asked me to come in a little later on my first day, but what time do
I normally start work?

M: Well, the office opens at 8:30 and the team starts work at a 9 o’clock meeting.

W: What happens after the meeting?

M: We take a break at 10:30. My assistant Mia makes coffee for us all. Then it’s time to call
customers and make sales.

W: That sounds good.

(Text 8)

M: Hey, Tina. This is Sam. How’s it going?

W: Pretty good, Sam. How are you?

M: Great! Do you want to go to the movies tonight?



W: Sorry, we don’t go out on Saturdays. Tom and I always stay at home and watch TV.

M: That’s OK. Is Tom there now?

W: Yes, but he is talking on his cell phone with his sister; Julie. Do you remember her?

M: Yes, of course. She lives in Seattle right now, right?

W: Right, but she’s in town now. She stays with a friend for a few days.

M: That’s nice. Tell her I say hello.

W: Sure.

(Text 9)

W: Hello, Ben! How was your weekend?

M: Great, thanks! [ visited York with Helen and the kids. York is a really beautiful historic city and
there are lots of old buildings. And my friend booked us a really nice hotel.

W: Oh? What did you do while you were there?

M: Well, we visited the old castle on Saturday. I love history and the kids enjoyed exploring all the
different rooms. And we visited the museum on Sunday. [t’s so interesting. You can see what
the town looked like in the past.

W: What did you do on Saturday evening?

M: I wanted to go to a football match, but there were no tickets. So we went to see a movie instead.
The kids liked it, but T didn’t. It was boring, to be honest.

W: What did you do for food?

: Helen likes trying new food different from Italian food. So we planned to go to a Thai
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restaurant. Helen enjoyed it, but the kids didn’t like the food. so we walked to a Chinese
restaurant, further along the street.

(Text 10)

M: Hi, I'm Chris from Florida. Last year, | moved to London, where I'm working for an American
company. It’s been a big change. and there have been lots of things to get used to. For example.
in the U.S. we drive on the right, while here in Britain I’ve had to get used to driving on
the left.

What else? Well, the weather in Florida is usually great, so I'm used to lots of sunshine, and I
used to sunbathe a lot. In London it rains so much. I don’t think I'll ever get used to it, and
I always remember to take my umbrella with me.

Food in England is different, too. In America, 1 used to eat a lot of Mexican food. Here in
England, people love Indian food, so I'm getting used to the different tastes. At the company
where [ work, it's quite different. I used to work from 9 a.m. till 11 p.m. I hated working so
late. Here in England, I start at 8:30 a.m., but finish at 5 p.m. On Friday evening English
people like to go to the club with friends, but in America I used to go to the gym. | love
sports.

Is there anything else? Some of the words are different. The subway is called the *underground™

in London, and British people call the fall “autumn™.
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